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UNCLAS TAIPEI 02834 

COMMERCE FOR ITA/BED/OED/SIPS AND EID-GILPATRIC 

E.O. LL652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, TW 

SUBJECT: TRADE FACILITATION AND PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY: GROC 
BUYING MISSION 

REF: TAIPEI 2772 

1 . MAIN REASON FOR DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF POSTS BEING ON 
BUYING MISSION IS TO NEGOTIATE PURCHASE OF TWO LETTER 
SORTING MACHINES. THESE WOULD BE GIVEN TRIAL RUN SORTING 
INTERNATIONAL MAIL, AND IF SUCCESSFUL 20 TO 30 ADDITIONAL 
UNITS WOULD THEN BE PURCHASED. POST OFFICE PREVIOUSLY 
HAD PURCHASED THREE SORTERS FROM TOSHIBA WHICH DID NOT 
PERFORM SUITABLY AND WERE REJECTED. 

2. COMMERCIAL ATTACHE RECENTLY CALLED ON DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF POSTS AND SEVERAL KEY ASSISTANTS TO ASCERTAIN STATUS 

OF PROCUREMENT OF MAIL SORTING MACHINES. THEY ASKED 
ABOUT ZIPTRONIC MAIL SORTING MACHINES MADE BY PERCIVAL 
CORPORATION (FORMERLY KNOWN AS UNIVERSAL BUSINESS MACHINES) 

OF COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA. COMMERCIAL ATTACHE WAS 
REQUESTED TO PROVIDE ANSWERS TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: HOW 
MANY ZIPTRONIC 1 10’S ARE BEING USED IN U.S. AND WHAT IS 
THE PRESENT PRICE? ARE THERE ANY OTHER AMERICAN MANU- 
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FACTURERS? THE DIRECTOR GENERAL UNDERSTANDS THAT THREE 
YEARS AGO THE COST OF A ZIPTRONIC MACHINE WAS 40,000 U.S. 

DOLLARS BUT A REDESIGNED MODEL NOW COSTS 100,000. 

3. ONLY OTHER COMPANY IN THIS FIELD KNOWN TO POSTAL 
ADMINISTRATION IS RECOGNITION DEVELOPMENT INCORPORATED 
(A SUBSIDIARY OF RECOGNITION EQUIPMENT INC.) OF DALLAS, 
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TEXAS. HOWEVER, LOCAL REP OF PERCIVAL CORPORATION SAYS 
THAT RECOGNITION IS ACTUALLY THE PARENT COMPANY OF 
PERCIVAL. ONE OF OUR DIRECTORIES IN COMMERCIAL LIBRARY 
GIVES ADDRESS FOR RECOGNITION EQUIPMENT INC. AS 2701 
GRANWYLE ROAD, IRVING, TEXAS 75061 . INFORMATION ON MAIL 
SORTING MACHINES COULD ALSO BE OBTAINED FROM FAIRCHILD 
INDUSTRIES' SPACE & ELECTRONICS DIV., FAIRCHILD DRIVE, 
GERMANTOWN, MARYLAND (TELEPHONE 301-948-4600) WHICH MAKES 
BAR CODE READERS COMPATIBLE WITH ZIPTRONIC SORTERS. 
THOMAS' REGISTER LISTS VIM SYSTEMS OF SYRACUSE, N.Y. AS 
A MANUFACTURER OF POSTAL SORTING MACHINES. 

4. EMBASSY HAS JUST BEEN ADVISED THAT TENDER FOR 2 LETTER 
SORTERS RESTRICTED TO U.S. PROCUREMENT HAS BEEN ISSUED 
WITH TENDER OPENING DATE OF JUNE 2. DETAILS WILL BE 
REPORTED UPON RECEIPT OF INVITATION TO BID. 

5. IN DEC-JAN EMBASSY USED TRADE FACILITATION CHANNEL 

TO HAVE COLUMBIA DISTRICT OFFICE CONTACT, WHAT WAS THEN, 
UNIVERSAL BUSINESS MACHINES ON BEHALF OF TAIWAN AGENT 
POLYTEKTRONIC (TAIPEI 348 AND USDOC 709). 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: GILPATRIC AND SIPS ARE REQUESTED TO 
COORDINATE RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC QUESTIONS IN PARA 2. 
SULLIVAN 
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